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PROPERTY RIGHTS -

The Robert ﬁ. Fuarnas Papers are the ox-clusi.v- property of the

‘ Nebraska State Historical Society, and may be used on an unrestricted
basis., = 7

Porson- who use the papers are r—i_nded d that liber.ry =roperty rights

'MWIOB To use the docmts. Literary rights

4 d.ri’v- frc— common law which gives the wri,ur of an unpu’blished letter or
.hthr decu-.nt. tb. o.xelu.i.vo right t.o pnbliah its contents, unleao he
parts with this ri.ght.; it descends to his legal heirs.,.regardloas of the
owmership of the physical mhuscripta. It is the reaponaibility of a
scholar or publishor to secure the permission of the individual Who poS=-
sesses the literary rights prior to publication. Cita_tions and brief
quotations from letters ih similar collections noted in scholarly articles
and other ﬁublicati_o?xa have not generally been contested as an invasion
of litorlw ri.gh’t,\..A




Robert Wilkinson Furnas was born on May S, 1824, toc William and Martha

(Jenkins) Furnas near Troy, Miami County, Ohioc. His paremts were of English
Quaker stock and. were natives of South Carolina. Robert was orphaned in
1832 when his parents died from cholera, and he went té live with his pater-
-nal grandparents in Troye. Later uhiIe still a youth, he left this home and
worked as a $in and p:ig}}qg apprentice. In the late 18LO's he became en—
‘gaged in a number of business enterprises in th; southern Ohio-northern Ken-
tucky région,llncludiﬁg.bogk and Jjob ptlzggpg, publishing a mewspaper in
Troy, aﬁd v;fious positions as a r-ilroader, including station abent COne—
ductor and engineer. ~while stil]l livinp in- Ohio, he- becane involvod

in Tthe insuranca business which he continued unt11 he moved to Nebraska Ter—

ritory in April 1856. -

Furnas established the Nebraska Advertiser in Brownville and it soon

became a newspaper of note, pPrimgrily -because of his frank comments on con-—
temporary issues. He participated actively in promoting the Territory, and
wrote a number of pauphleta advertising the region to prospective settlers.,
He was also extremely interested in developing the full agricultural poten-—

tialbof the land and to this end ‘founded the Nebraska Farmer, Nebraska's

fir;t agricultural periodicaly,
. Parnas attempted pg,he'ﬁgiitically neutral when he arri;ed in the Ter-
ritory,. although he had been a Whig in Ohioc. He soon found himself, however,
aligned with the newly organized Republican Party. He served in the 3rd-&th
Territorial Cénncila which met. during 1857-1860, and was a member of the
Agricultnre, Edncation and Horticulture committees.
Furnaa was an ofricar In the Territorial Militia when the Civil War
.--tartod and was soon -ppointod,- colonel in the U, S, Army. . He organized

..v'ral Indian regiments prior to eo-m!nding the Second‘ﬂebr.ska Cavalry




which participatod in c.upaigna against the Plaine Indians, most notably in

the b.ttlo of Hhtte Stone Hill. He returned to civilian life after the

Civil War and served from 18641866 as Agent for the Omaha Indians. He re—

turned to Brownville in 1867, whers he:beclme.:ctiVQIy engaged in a nursery

" business in vhicﬁ>he‘had purchased half interest. Although he was owner and

_editor of the Nobr.akq Advertiseﬁ»ln 1870—&871, his nain voention after his

~ term as Indian Agent was the operation of his nursery businesa located on
the outskirts of Brounvillo? where he résided until his death on June 1, 1905.
In 1872 Furnas was elected governor of Nebraska on the Republican

tickeii;venAih;ﬁéh prior to the election he was involved in a controveray

*

when it was charged that he had accepted a bribe in voting against the re-—
vnl of the capital from Omaha in 1857. His two years as governor were
clondod with a number of problems including administrative, questions -and

economic hardship, originating fro- Nebraskans being plagued by graashoppers

which necessitated various relief measures. Furnas did not seek re-eloctton

in 187h4 and A. never again held an elective public office. Later, he was:
~interested in a number of appointive posttions; particularly that of Com-
missioner of Agriculture. ' »

Furnas's career iftor his one term as governor centeréd on the promo-—
tion of agriculture and the preservation of Nebraska's history. ’He.waa in-
strumental in creating the State Board of Agricmlture and served as its first
president and later as its .‘cfctary for approximately two decades. The
1{}“’ pogttten con;iliod alnnit..ntiroly of planning and'grr-nging for the

Nebraska State Fair held annually in September. Purnas was active in the
development of igricultnr. in numerocus oth.r ways, such as.advocating the
,_oﬂnpt‘tion of 1rrig.tion, and lntrodncing new pl.nt vtriotio.. In addition,

h. served as . ec-nd.‘ign-r io—.cv-r.l national -nd Lnt.rnatlon.l -xpoaition-,




including those held in New Orleans in 1884-85, Paris in 1889, and Mexico
in‘1898; He was an active participant in sdveral‘.gricqltur;, hortiéultnro
and,_ other rolitod érg.nizutlona and served .s-presidcnt of the Intornatignal
Fajirs and Expoaitions and the Anorican Fair(Associ.tion.

Purnas was one of

the organizorn of the Nobraaka State Historical Society, and for many years

—served as president before reliaqu&ahing'thefpooltién’€6 J+ Sterling Forton.

Furnas wrote a number of historical addresses, btogr-phical_sketches; and

was one of th; first persons to deposit his pap.fx_in,tho Society's archiﬁes,

3 Furnas married Mary Elizabeth McComas on October 29, 1845, and they

T were the parents oY’élght-Chfldren.’ Mrs., Furnas died on April 1, 1897, and  _

Pu?nas was maPried for a second time .on December 25, 1899 to-Susannah Ems—
- e T i e 7 ’ s =
wiler Jameson. £ . )




The Robert Wilkirison Furnas Papers were given to the Nebraska State

Historical Society by Farnas. The papers consist of approximately 1L,000

letters, twelve archival boxes of scrapbooks and fifteerl boxes of records,
clippings, printed matter and other miscellsanecus material relating to
. .

Puarnas's life. The -ajority of the papers concern the promotion of agricule

ally, the material relates to Furnas's activities as Secre—

te Board of lgricﬁltune and his subsequent management of the

Nebraska Sta Fairs. from 188k-to 190h. In addition-the-papeérs reseal his

resbonsiblliti s as Nebraska Commissioner feg yvarious national and interna-

tional fairs and exposilions during the late 19th Century, and his duties

_as Governor of Nebraska from 1873 to 1875. Other broad topics of interest

include his’ early business career in Ohioc and later in-Nebraska, his duties

-- - -
as cgmmander of the Second Nebr-ska Cavalry daring the Civil War and his

administration of the Omaha Indian Agency during the 1860's,

The papers are divided into eight subgroups, the largest of -which iIs

-

incoming letters Tfound in boxes one through ten and on the first ten rolls

of microfilme. A partial calendar of letters received by Furnas during the

period February 1881 to February 1905 was in the papers and was microfilmed

on Rell 1. Roll 11 consists of outgoing correspondence and-constitutes the
~

Second subgroup. Approximately a dozen bound volumes relating to Furnmas's

career in printing and publishing, military dutiés, Indian Agency adminis-

tration, and later business ventures were microfilnod on Roll 12.

The con-—

cluding roll is composed of treaties and reports, warrants and deeds, bills

and speeches, ugreoments and resolutions, petitionms,

The -last

and miscellanecus items.

three subgroups consist of material which was not microfilmed.

.
and is composed of

Subgroup five consists of. boxes sixteen to twenty-seven,

-




scrapw-a '.l'h;:: Books are dea;ribod in detail in I-th. chiow‘a Manuscript
Record and i;ncludo a variety of mounted ‘cltppings; many of'_t.ho‘u_a undated,
reluti.ng to agricultural development, Ne);r-._pk- and ‘nmNational affairs, and
political campaigns, issdes ‘fxd partioa. Subgroup six is composed of rocérde,
invoices, warrants, bills, receipts, accounts boéks, tax statements, news-

paper clippings and some printed matter. This material is described in more

/> detail in the Manuscript Reeord and is in archival boxes twenty—eight to

forty—-one. Subgroup seven cpnsistﬁ of about 130 nmnewspapers, primarily out

of sta‘be, from New York Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louis, San F&'ancisco,

and mmﬁmmm fron 1832*1892* m are identified tndi-

viduall.y and are -located in the archives. . 2

The ptwsical proparation of the docu-onts and’ tctual microfilni.ng of

the papers was conducted on the basis of simplicity of arrangement and min-—

imuom utiliution éf edit.orial conments and m‘,‘tofilm targets. All dated
incoming letberq are in chronoclogical order. Undated and complete or in- -

complete letters were placed at the conclusion of the dated material. Letters

where only the month -nd/or year were indicated were inserted at the end of -~
;.h. p-rticular vnonth, or year, as appropriate. Datea, \lhi.ch were .supplied |
by the projocb staff are enclosod i_n brackets. Letters which are obviously
torn or in some way -lterod fron their original appearanc. were mié¢rofilmed

wWithout any target moting thaj.r condition. Targ.ts were utilized to indi-

-cate Mo .ndora.-.nt.s were filmed before a letter or enclosures after a

mt. A m-bor of onclosuro- and/or endormnts have become -oparatod

or are -1"5-118 from t-h.Lr original ht“rq; ‘this fact has not been noted
-h.n it .carr.- : : - 5 > 4 ‘ - ._;._._,.




Some of the p.p.ra h-vo the notation of "Ans™ or a check mark, which

uépdfontly indicates that a letter was answered. 'n:or. are also some letters

which have a number. on them, either in blue ow ' black ink, some of which <

. )
: - - : -
appear to have been placed there by Furmas. There are drafts or compilete

letters interespersed thrpughout ‘the p.poi-a which the Society has trans—
'&Tﬁoﬁ'iﬁd‘tﬁnt were microfilmed without any tpocific explanatory note. .

In order to facilitate {1“11'18 the docunents, only one page of a let-

- ter appo.rs on“a rra-o. 'l'hua a four page letter is on four t'ramea. The

partial calondar of incoming Farnas letters are nicrofilmed one. page peéex»

inm;_hLmr, the bound volumes of his \:mulineael‘L military

and Indian

‘Agency .ffnirs were ud_crofilnod t\to pages per rramo. Every exposure, in-

cludi.ng fargots inserted 1n the correspondence noting the appropriate years,

was given a number by the automatic numbering device —located in the lower

!'iﬂ!t hmd cornor of ,.ch frame. > -—

-
-

The outgoi.ng correspondence on Roll 1]l has three small groups of

press copy letters. The first group,,conaisto‘of letters marked 1 to 65

which were niorofil-ed; pages 66 to 201 were blank and mnot filmed.
i.ndcx.d,

A bound,
vulu-e of lottora mnborod from 98 to L95, not all anluni.vo, was

also microfilmed. The roll _vconcludba with unbound press copy letters num—
= " .

bered from 1 to 92.




